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The program was a waste of money, a waste of time, very misleading, and it got a very bad rep in the Community.  They got the Community all involved. Now, this happened in !81 and '83. A number of the people wouldnst believe in it from the beginning. And the ones who do get involved will be involved only for the money, only if there's a salary involved.  It's just a band-aid. Everybody lacks confidence in it.  It was a political acto They hired all these young guys just to get them off the street.  It would be to your advantage not to be involved. Because it takes up time, and time is money.  You start off with confidence, but down the line you gon' be let down.  I don't know anyone that took that [was involved in the program] that's now independent.  If they were on welfare before they started the program, they got back on.  The program is just a sham.  It was just a political move.  People playin1 chess with other peoples" lives.
That general population toward which government-sponsored employ-ment programs are usually geared, the hard-core unemployed, can generally be described äs youths whose employment prospects are quite limited even äs they enter high school-  There, decisions are made tha affect the scheine of their entire lives.  The tendency is for the youn black man from the inner city to either quit or socially "graduate" from a segregated urban school unable to read, write, or compute. Given the large amount of distrust for black males in the urban environment, he has little Chance for permanent, gainful employment „
Some youths may become involved in "dealing" drugs, which can involve anything from marijuana to heroin. Today, one does not have t be a full-time "Professional" dealer to be employed in the drug business; one can often engage in this criminal activity only part time, and sometimes for äs little äs a $10 initial Investment.  Simple participation is often contingent upon and a result of a need for money. A person may get involved in the illegal selling of drugs the way a gambler would bet on a horse or play a slot machine;  he has money for the moment to gamble in the hope of a quick returnj he may have äs much äs $10 or $20 and want to double it.  He buys the drugs wholesale, carries them around, and attempts to seil them.  Such behavior is in reality a large gamble.  If he "wins," he earns a profit; if he loses, he could wind up äs a victim of violence for selling "bad" drugs or for being part of a misunderstood deal, or äs a inmate in jail if he tries to seil to the wrong person and is found guilty of possession. Although he may venture into drug dealing on a lark, he is very serious about his need for money. He may win this time, and if he does, he is back into circulation for a while. While pursuing this life-style, he continues sporadically to look out for a Job. When he sees a sign in a window for "help wanted," he's uncertai that the sign applies to him; he believes he will be turned down.  He has been turned down so often he expects "no," even though he may have witnessed the sign being placed. Prospective employers often stereotype, distrust, and fear him. On an existential and experiential

